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Same-sex Relationships

Issues Facing Christians
Teday,

Understanding Marriage

+ Covenant —leave and cleave

+ Union - one flesh (conjugal union), the
union of' distinctly: different genders, the
union off'the two)“others”

+ Image of God - in/the union of the
different genders there is the more fuller
expressionief God himselfi="maleand
female he made them.

+ Procreative possibility —creationally.

iundamental,yetinfallen wonldinot
alwaysipossible.

Living in a fallen world ...

¢ In an ideallworld, every male would be
attracted to a female and together
reproduce thus creating between them
someone whoes was pant of’ them both yet
a distinct and new: person

+ In a non-ideal worldlwe have al range of:
marital breakdown, life-long singleness,
childlessness) discordibetwWeen “genden”
and “sex,” Intersex.
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Discovering what God intended

¢ Humans, both male and female, are “the
image and likeness| of God” on| earth.

+ Intrinsic equality, — made ofi the same stuff
+ Absolutely necessity - both male andi female
» Equal, distinct andfcomplementary:
+ Marital complexity.

— Adam given responsibility: for Eve

— Butimust [eaverhome to be joinedito hier

(Womanitaken out of man|, BUt man must

resjoinwithrRErtorilfillcreational ipulpose)
Gen; 2:18-25

A biblical definition of marriage

“Marriage is an exclusive heterosexual
covenant between one man and one
woeman, orndained and sealed! by God,
preceded by a public leaving of
parents, consummated! in sexual
union, Issulngiinial permanent
mutually: suppertive paktnership and
normally’ crowned! by: the' gift ofi
children.”

John Stott

Understanding
same-sex attraction
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Current legislative minefields ...

+ Legislation appearsi intent on making
homosexuality comparable to; race and
gender, things whichjane profoundly
genetically: determined

But iff homoesexuality hasilittle or no
genetic determination thenfit mayshave
MGLE iRl cComIMOon With polyamory;
(polygamy-gyny-andry) and adult-consent
Incest:, rather than| racel o dender:

Does the Bible Address ‘modern’
Homosexual practice?

Three Contemporary theological viewpoints:-

+ The Bible condemns homosexual activity, but we

now, know! the biblicallwriters were wrong.

+ The Bible condemns certain types ofi homosexual
activity but ini effect has nothing specific tosay.
about “Modern” practicerinilife-long committed
relationshipsi (Civil Partnershipsion S-S marriage)

¢ Thel Bible addressesi ‘modern/ homosexual
priactice and! views) it negatively: because the Key.
element ofi it (same-gender sexual activity) is

against God-ordainedinorms, fior sexual practice.

Jesus’ teaching on sexual ethics

Matt 5:27-37 ; 19:1-15

+ Marriage is defined by Gen. 2:18-24
one male leaving parents and being
permanently joined to ene female

+ Divorce (which assumes re-marriage) is
only’a permittedi concession in the case of:
“porneia,” otherwise re-marriage islitselfia
fonml off “perneia” — adultery.

< [fi al man looksHustfully:at a womanhie is
guilty’efadulteny.

Workshop 2.1 BTN 2014

Some key distinctions ...

+ Attraction our sexual feelings and
interests

+ Orientation - a perceived settled pattern
to our sexuall attractions

+ Identity al label toridentifiy; ourselves
in terms off our sexuality:

+ Behaviour, - our sexual activity.

+ Relationship - a centrall defining intimate
relationship

Key Biblical Passages

They all deal with homoerotic sexual
activity:-
¢ Leviticus 18:22; 20:13 through

1 Cor 6:8-11; 1 Tim 1:10

- Arsenokoites — "a male-lying-with-a-male as
with a woman in homosexual intercourse

- ‘malakoi’ - being soft (if outside a sexual
context such as soft clothing in Matthew 11:8),
being effeminate or unmanly, call boys or
passive partners in homosexual relations or
paid male prostitutes

¢ Genesis 19:1-29 — homosexual rape

A Biblical conclusion from Jesus
teaching ...

¢ any sexual acts that take place
outside marriage (being defined as
the exclusive relationship for life
between one man and one woman)
is not in accord with the will of God
for humanity.
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Romans 1:18-32
What is God’s Wrath?

It is:-

+ Righteous Anger against sin.

¢ Inevitable consequences of
moving against the flow off God’s
creation

¢ God’s actions to hold people
accountable for what they/ve done

Romans 1:18-32

What does the “wrath of God” feel like?

“God gave them over -
abandoned them ....”

Romans 1:24, 26, 28
Giving us up te do what we want to
do, te any; depth we want, and
ultimately: forever ...
— Sexugl premiscuitys 1524
= Sexuglipenversity 1526
— Debased minds 128

o We are all disabled both by: birth in a
fallen world (consequential) and by
choices we make (rebellion against
God).

» Some of us struggle with; unusually
sexed bodies and/or discordant:
sexual desires.
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Romans 1:18-32
Why does God’s wrath happen?

They “Exchanged the truth for a lie ...
Romans 1:23, 25, 26

+ Deliberate  suppression of truth

+ Deliberate rejection of God

+ Exchanging| created| things in the place of:
the Creator

+ Abandoning any: memoxy; ofi God

+ Persistingin deing wrong and’ creating/the
EnVIONMENE feR OthERS toldorthElsamne

Orientation and “Natural order”

+ That which is definedl by God on| the
basis of created order

+ Coming to terms withi a fallen world

o What is “normal® by contemporary.
statistical evidence

Percentage of population reporting
same-sex attraction

Gender Survey
UCLA Law School - US, Canada & 1.1 0.6 1.8

Europe

UK 2010 ONS (94.8% Heterosxl) 1.3 0.5 0.5

Aust./NZ 2003 - Journal of Public 1.6 0.8 0.9
Health

Intersex (mixed or ambiguous sex) _
Cases in which signs at birth cause a 0.0005%
referral to a consultant

Including anomalies in sex chromosomes,  0.01
internal organs or subsequent problems
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Possible causes for same-sex attraction

All evidence!inicurrent research points towards a
complex of causes. Some relate to:-

+ Birth, including degrees of androgynism and the
concept that there may be certain genes that
could give degrees ofi predispositions (no widely:
accepted evidence at present for such))

+ Nurture; the role ofia specific family: biological
histonry, parentingland a person’s social
environment.

+ Trauma: the role of incest and other sexual-
physical-psychological-emotional abuse:

+ Contra-nature choicein which the absence or
existence ofi strong societal mores and/ taboos
dffect the range ofichpices availablertoran
individual regarding the sexualfpracticesithey.
may; Choose toladopt.

Pastoral considerations
regarding same-sex sexual
activity.

Issues Facing Christians
loday.

A Summary

Four key' pastoral directions: -

. Entering inte a right relationship
with God

. Finding my: identity inf Christ
. Learning to; experienceintimacy: as
distinct firom havingl sex

> Living sexuallysinfaithfitlness ter God
(infsingleness and mahkiage)
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Can same-sex orientation be changed?.

+ Despite claims, there is limited unbiased
accepted scientific evidence

+ No scientific evidence that onientation is
immutable, but change is veny: difficult

+ Some evidence that attempts to change
can reduce anxiety i.e. help a person

+ More evidence ofi reduced same-sex
attraction thani chiange to hetero-sexual
attraction but seme; significant anecdotal
testimoeny: to the latter:

Key theological/pastoral considerations

+ Recognise the existence of a spectrum of
sexual orientation

+ Understand and hold tol the clear biblical
definition oft marriage

+ Keep an even-handedness in defining
sexual immorality,

+ SUpporting| believers offmixed sexual
orentationl asithey seek to live in alGod-
hoeneuring biblical life-style

Defining yourself ...

+ Not by gender or sexuality, because
God is neither male nor female yet both
masculinity and femininity: find their
source and definition in God

+ But as a child of God

— pant ofi the “image and likeness ofi Ged" on
earthl (Creationall identitys)

and
—in Christ” (Redemption identity) Galatians
i25-29
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The ways forward ...

# Faithfulness to spouse within
heterosexual marriage

¢ Faithfulness to God in singleness

Understanding Singleness
Matt 19:1-10

Matt 19:1-15
- a truly foundational passage

Singleness causation

+ Born that way.

+» Made that way: by, ether people
» Choose to) be that way.

Contemporary. yet ancient struggles ...

¢ Equality and mutual significance
of' men and women

¢ Pressure to redefine male and female
so that all differences are eliminated -
currently manifested in the intention to
redefine marriage

+ Domination and exploitation ofiothers,
- Sldavery, and particularly sex-slave
trade

+ Difficulties/in sustaining long-term
in-depthirelationships, esp. marriage
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Matt 19:1-15
- a truly foundational passage

+ Sanctity of marriage 19:1-10

+» God's grace and calling in singleness
10:11-12

¢ The crucial value of children: 19k 13-
15

God’s Grace & calling in
Singleness
+ Understanding the concept of
singleness
+» Appreciating the valuel of singleness

+ Recognising the problems of:
singleness
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Some assumptions ...

¢ God exists, he is personal, community
orientated! (Trinity) and made us for
relationships with himselfiand one another.

+ God has spoken: God has revealed
sufficient absolute truth that we have a
basis on whichrtorlearns tordistinguish
betweenwhat isiright and wrong

+ God has a plan: God hasia definite
purpose in allithat he dees, therefiore there
are some| definite reasonsi for gender
diffierence 8tmarniage

The key to restoration ...
humble obedience & godly submission

The Tree of the knowledge of good and
evil

... the authority to: determine and define what:
is right or wreng

I will dormy' ewnithing ..

Jesus Christ

T havernet come tol do my: will butithe will of;
God whoersent me

“My Eather . not my willlbut yeurs be
done.”
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Following in the master’s footsteps ...

¢ John 8:2-11

“Let him who is without sin among you be
the first to throw a stone at her .... "

“... Neither do I condemn you,; go, and
from now on sin no more.”

The problem

Eating from) the Tree
of the knowledge of good and' evil.

... the authority to determine and define
what isiright or wrong

I will' noet fellowimy: Creators
INStRUCEIORS,

T willrdermy  oWnIthing ..

Discovering what God intended

Genesis 1:26-31; 2:15-25

+» Human beings, male and female
reflecting
andl sharing his glony,
as: thiey, in| pERfieCtl COOPERAtIVE
hanmony, nepreduce, work and
manade the world
he had created:
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Conseqguences of sin

# Curse on serpent — animal world

+ Warfare between Satan and the woman's
offispring

+ Increased pain in child-bearing

+ Conflict and tension between woman and man

+ Curse onlthergroundimakingrproduction
difificili
# Increased! painin crop/fiilit production

& Centainty o physicalldeath

Romans 1:18-32

God’s mercy-full' wrath

+ Helping usireach the bottom,
feeling the effects of sin gives hope
that we will turn around! — “repent”

¢ Justice is presently: being worked
out withrmuch patience & mercy:

o [hreugh hisideath Jesus took
nesponsibility’ o our sin and
sufifened the Wkath eff God iRl our
place

Pastoral direction regarding sin
1. "Deicidal” - Rebellious heart towards God
Romans 3:19-26

Repentance firom sinjand faith in Jesus Christ
restored to the right relationship with God

Romans 6:1-14
Learning our fireedomi fifom Sin‘s pEOWEN: SO
that we canhoneur God withrour lives

Romansi8:1-13
Living threughrthe power of the Holy Spikit
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Increased risks ini homoerotic sexual
behaviour:

+ General elevating of risk for anxiety, mood and

substance-use disorders (20-30%) and for suicidal
thoughts and plans (double/triple)

Infidelity: 28% lLesbian women, 21% women 26%
men in heterosexual couple, but 82% gay men (all'in
committed long term relationshipsi reported external
sexuallliaisons)

Breakups: Likelihood of long term relationship.
breakups, within 5/ years ofi [egal union: gay: couple
50% and' lesbian couple 167%; more likely to
breakup than arheterosexual couple:

Life expectancy: Gays reseanchiin 1990's indicated
821 years lowerlife expectancy: for al 20} year old.
Possible not so; bad now due torimproved HIV. /AIDS
awareness

Considerations regarding sin ...

1. “Deicidal” - Rebellious heart towards
God

2. “Suicidal” — broken and living in a
broken wonld

A) Understanding the Concept of
Singleness

Genesis 2 teaches a variety of key points,
one of which is NOT that singleness is bad.
The difference between Company (animals) and
Companionship (human)
That a human needs another human (distinction
between animals and humans (ref also Gen 1 “made
in the image of God")
That there are different forms of acceptable human
companionship €.g. parents andl effspring), husband
and wifek
That whether inf unmanried o martiied states we need
true andldeep)companionshipwithiother humans

Being in an unmarred state is al normal
human existence creationally.

palit of




Mark Davies

A) Understanding the Caoncept of
Singleness

Reasons for singleness: Matthew 19:11-12

+ Some are eunuchs by being born
that way: ...

+» Othersiwere made that way by men ...

+ Others have renounced marriage fon the
sake ofi the Kingdom ofi Heaven

¢) Recognising the problems of
singleness

+ Getting the attitude right
+ Belonging to al family:

+ Having “children” (sociclogicall or
spiritual)

» Being sexual witheut iaving| sex

» Developing trlerintimacy,

Faithfulness in Marriage

Matt 5:31-32; 19:3-12

Historic Context

Marriage in most cultures of that day was about a
man’s exclusive rights ever. (possession of) a woman
for'the purposes of child-bearing & inheritance.

A wife’s faithfulness wasiessential te. be sure of the
child’s/identity, therefore strongly: monitored.

A'Husband's sexuallliaison (*porneia’) withiether:
single women were tolenated (especially: with “pornai’”
or slaves)

A husband’s sexuallliaison with a married woeman was
NOT'permitted as it infringed the rights of'the othen
man!
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B) Appreciating|the value of
singleness

+ Relationship with| God
» Availability: to others

# Specialist ministries

Marriage
... a more detailed definition

Marriage is
~ the veluntary sexuall andi public social
union
of one man and one woman
firom different families:

This unien is patterned upoen the union of
God with his people the bride,

the Christ with' his church.

Intrinsic torthis unioniis God's calling
to lifelong exclusive sexual
faithfulness.
Ghiristopher Ash

Faithfulness in Marriage

Matt 5:31-32: 19:3-12

Some counter-cultural Biblical
teaching

¢ Gen. 2:24 movement of the man te a new
centre for his life — hisiwife, tolfiorm one
nEW. unit.

¢ 1 Con. 7:1-5 mutual poessession of one
anOther's boediestin maltiage

¢ Deut. 24:1-4 protects a diverced woman
by fiully releasing her fzoml the man)
making herindependent andl free to re-
marhy.
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Faithfulness in Marriage
Matt 5:31-32: 19:3-12
In brief, a counter-cultural bomb-shell:-

+ Divorce (“to set free and send away”) is only. fully.
right in the case of a wife who is characterised by
“pornneia’”

+ Re-marriage is assumed allogical conseguence of:
being set-free (divorced)

+ Any. other reason for divorce puts henin a position
that she is stigmatized as adulterous and also the
mani she marnries comes under the same stigma.

+» Matthew: makes explicittwhat Mark 8¢ Lukerassimes
as in the @i adulterensiwere to be executed, but by,

that time divoncehad become the requiredilegal
action| toltake in the case ofi adultery;

Seeking clarity on God’s intentions

In God's plan, why: marriage?

e Genesis| 1:24-31; 2:4-9; 15-24;
Sil-3s 9i1-7

o Matthew: 19:1-9

¢ Ephesians 5:18-33 — The cosmic
Significance off maktiage

+ 1 Corinthians 7:1-40' — Pastoral
instruction for a fiallenr wonld off:
manniage

Practical restoration ... in
relationships
+ Ensure that regarding male/female I am

informed by God’s plani — restoration
not ensnared in Satan’s hand — conflict.

# Resjst contemporary sexualisation ofi life.

+ Connect intimacy. withiether people
tointimacy: with God:
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Faithfulness in Marriage

Matt 5:31-32: 19:3-12

3 points of contrast in Matt 19:3-12:-

+ Pharisees absorbed with the grounds for divorce
-Jesus: with the institution of marriage.

+ Pharisees called Moses' words aicommandment for
diverce
-Jesus: a concession because of the sinful
hardness
of the human heart.

+ Pharnisees (especially as men) regarded divonrce

ig|Elys
—gesus: seriously asian action against God),

leadir:jg to
adultery, except for one case.

Some key aspects
of Biblical Marriage

Marriage is
of Divine origin
Creational - to do with original designi for humans
Complementary between two different genders
Relational inian exclusive and! specific sense
A social relationships that affects the wider community.
Physical asiwell as emotional, physiological, spiritual and social

Intentionally: linked| with reproduction andiparenting -has asia
fundamentall possibility: theibearing and raising ofi childrenfwho are
the exclusive biolegical preduct ofithe malelandifemale joinediin
marhiage (conjugalldefinition)

Reflects covenant relationships: between God andiHHis people’=
faithfulness, life-long, exclusive, sacrificial love

At a personalllevel it is a gift/arace asian alternative toisingleness



