An Overview of Islam
Islam is a religion, a political system, a legal system and a cultural identity. Some of the cultural aspects include such positive things as hospitality, generosity, a deep respect for elders and authority and a clear understanding of right and wrong. These positive aspects made living in Muslim society a most enjoyable experience for our family. Muslim people are wonderful people. I love Muslims. Many of the nicest people I have ever known are Muslims. I would personally prefer to raise my kids in a moderate Muslim society than in a liberal, Godless one. However, the Islamic religion is in complete opposition to the truth of the Gospel. Islam is aggressively expanding in many Christian countries and it has the fastest growth rate of any religion in the world. 21% of the world’s population is Muslim – that’s 1 billion 280 million people, and Islam is the predominant religion in 50 countries of the world.

So, we need to be informed and equipped to respond to this challenge. Many moderate Muslims will say there is not much difference between Islam and Christianity. I disagree.
A. History & Origins 
Mohammed was born of the Hanif clan and the Qurash tribe in 570 A.D. in Mecca, Saudi Arabia . His father died before he was born and his mother died when he was 6 years old. His grandfather and then his uncle raised him.

At age 25 he began to work for a rich widow Hadijah. A short while later he married her. They had two sons and four daughters. Both of the sons died while still young.
A common practice of poets of the day was to go off to the mountains to meditate and Mohammed also used to do this. In 610, while he was in a cave on Mount Hira just outside Mecca, Mohammed began to meditate and had a supernatural experience in which he received a revelation. The experience scared him but when his wife and neighbors heard his recitation they convinced him that it was an angel of God that had spoken to him. He then interpreted his experience as a vision of God calling Him to preach the message God gave him. Over the remaining 22 years of his life, he intermittently received revelations from God.

After that first revelation, he began to preach. At first he only preached in private and then later on he preached publically. His message was that "There is one God and that Mohammed is His messenger to warn the people of judgment day and to remind them of His goodness." This was mainly a message against idolatry. The people of his home town Mecca were idol worshippers so they didn't take too kindly to this but since his Uncle was the clan chief, he was protected.  In his travels as a trader he had been exposed to the Gospels, some heretical Christian documents, Judiasm and Zoroastrianism. (The Islamic concept of paradise is straight out of Zoroastrianism). At first he tried to win Christians and Jews to his new movement by frequently referring to their materials but he was not successful so he turned against them and began to attack every major Christian doctrine. He rejected the idea of "Christ being Son of God", "the  Trinity", and "Christ’s death on the cross". 

When his uncle died, the new clan chief was not so sympathetic to his message and opposition arose. His wife also opposed him at this time. In face of the persecution, he and 70 of his followers decided to leave Mecca and move to Medina, 400 km to the north. This journey began in 622, it was called the hijra or emigration and to this day it is recognized as the first year of the Muslim calendar. In Medina he formed an organized Muslim community. The word “Muslim” means totally committed or surrendered.

They then began to attack and raid trading caravans from Mecca and war with Mecca resulted. They battled back and forth until 627 when 10,000 Meccans attacked Medina but were turned back. Three years later Mohammed and his men invaded Mecca and the city surrendered. He took over. Mecca was important to him because of the presence of the Kaaba, a pagan shrine, probably a meteorite, which Mohammed claimed had been built by Abraham and Ishmael. He turned the Kaaba into a Muslim shrine, and rid the city of all its idols.

In 632 he fell ill and died in the arms of his favorite wife, Aisha. Aisha's father, Abu Bakr, became the successor to Mohammed, known as the Caliph. He died after 2 years and was followed by Omar I who ruled for 10 years. The third Caliph, Uthman, was assassinated. The fourth was Ali, a son in law of Mohammed's. During his reign, divisions arose over who the true successors should be and after Ali was killed, the two major sects of Islam were formed, the Sunni and the Shiites.  Within these two are a number of other divisions now. Today 84% of Muslims are Sunni. They trace their roots to Mohammed's father-in-law, Abu Bakr. The Shiites trace their roots to Ali, the cousin and son in law of Mohammed. They are the more militant side of Islam. Iran etc.

B. BELIEFS AND PRACTICES
(Overhead) The Articles of Islamic Belief: 
Muslims believe:
1. There is only one true God and his name is Allah.

2. Angels exist as messengers of God. There are also demons and devils.

3. There are four major holy books:

         The Torah the law given to Moses.

         The Zaboor  the Psalms of  David

         The Injil The gospel given to Jesus

         The Quran given to Mohammed

-most Muslims claim that the originals of the first three have been lost resulting especially in the unreliability of the Old and New Testaments. The Quran, however, is considered an original and contains the truth of the other three in its writings. Wherever there is a conflict with the Jewish or Christian Scriptures, Muslims claim the Quran is right and the others were corrupted by priests at the Council of Nicea. The Hadith or sayings of the Prophet is another source of religious instruction for Muslims.
4. God speaks through prophets the great ones being Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed. Mohammed being the last is considered the greatest.

Since Islam is God's final revelation to all mankind, it is considered to be the fulfillment of Judaism and Christianity and as a result all should then unite in Islam.

5. The end of the world - judgment: God will take a balance and weigh the good and the bad deeds. If the good outweighs the bad, the person will be saved, if not he will go to hell. Some have a belief that eventually all Muslims will end up in heaven, even if they have to spend some time in suffering first.

6. Predestination - Muslims believe God has the last say and that he will throw some into hell and others into heaven. A person's fate is written on their forehead. 
The Muslim concept of Heaven:

Heaven is a very physical place full of wine women and song. Lots of green (the heavenly color),  a place of pleasure and reward. 
What Muslims believe about Jesus:

1. Jesus is mentioned 93 times in the Quran. He is called the Messiah (11 times), The messenger (10 times) and the Word of God (3 times). However, the Quran strongly denies that Jesus is the Son of God.  Muslims are convinced that the verses in the Bible that say Jesus is the Son of God were corrupted and were not in the original. 
2. The Quran says Jesus was born of a virgin, he was to teach the law, and he was to be a sign to Israel.

3. The Quran teaches that Jesus spoke as a man from the cradle and he made a living bird out of clay.

4. It teaches that Jesus healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, bought the dead back to life, and preached the gospel to the poor.

5. It teaches that Jesus did not die on the cross, another who looked like him died in his place. Some believe it was Judas!

6.  It teaches that Jesus was taken up to heaven alive and will come again at the end of the world to judge those who have not become Muslims and followed Mohammed.

(Overhead) The Five Pillars of Islamic Practice: 
Muslims do these things believing that on Judgment day when their good deeds are weighed against their evil deeds, these practices will tip the scale toward the good and will help them get into paradise. No Muslim has any assurance that he or she will go to heaven. They will answer, “Only God Knows”, if you ask them about it.
1. The creed: "There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet." 
2. Prayers: said five times a day facing Mecca. Daybreak, just past noon, before sunset, after sunset and at nightfall.

 -includes :

purification -washing various parts of the body three times according to fourteen rules.(feet, legs, arms up to the elbow, face neck etc.)

Posture - facing Mecca

Petition -declaration of the first surah of the Quran "In the name of Allah, the gracious, the merciful. All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds. The Gracious, the Merciful, Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee alone do we worship, and thee alone do we implore for help. Guide us in the right path, the path of those on whom Thou has bestowed thy blessings, those who have not incurred thy displeasure, and those who have not gone astray." The leader then says, "God is great" and gets down on his knees and continues down until his forehead touches the ground, the others all follow. In that position they say "Glory be to the Lord of the Universe". Then they get up on their knees and say "God hears those who praise Him". And again three times they bow back down to the ground saying,"Glory to God the Lord most high". Then back on their knees again, they recite,"Oh God forgive me, have pity on me. Direct me aright, preserve me and make me great. Strengthen my faith and enrich me..." At the end they turn their heads to the right and then the left saluting the angels saying,"Peace be unto you".

3. Almsgiving: 2.5% of one's income

4. Fasting: during the Muslim month of Ramadan, the faithful abstain from eating and drinking from sunrise to sunset. They eat at sunset and again just before sunrise.

5. Pilgrimage: at least once in a lifetime, every Muslim should visit Mecca, Saudi Arabia.

Other practices

· The festivals: After the month long fast of Ramadan comes the festival of Id -Al-Fitr (Roza Id) when they break the fast. Families visit, new clothes are bought etc. 70 days later is the Corban festival (sacrifice festival). Each family commemorates the willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his only son Ishmael, by sacrificing a sheep. 1/3 of the meat is then given to the poor.
· Arabic is the language of Islam. All ritual prayers and Quranic quotations and readings are always in Arabic. Many of the non Arabic speaking people who have memorized the Quran have only memorized the sounds they don't know the meaning!! The only time a local language is used is in informal prayers and during the Friday sermon.
· Friday is the holy day of Islam. On Fridays after the noon prayers, there is a service where the imam or Muslim priest gives a sermon. The sermons are usually full of instructions and advice for daily life and there is also a lot of mud slinging at other religions along with extolling the virtues of Islam.
· No pork, no alcohol, ritual slaughter of animals.
· polygamy is common practice among Muslims in countries where it is permitted. A man can have up to four wives if he has the financial means to support them all. Women do not have much place in Islam. Domestic violence is common, and even supported in the holy books. In public they must be covered basically from their wrists to their ankles.  They do not attend the normal services in the Mosques, though they can during the festival times. Women often have house meetings where older women give instruction. Surprisingly, often the most devout Muslims are the women in a family.
· Jihad – Holy War: Islam was born out of battle and through history has spread through battle. This fact has been toned down in recent years but history is clear. And even in Northern Nigeria and Southern Sudan today fighting continues because of Islamic attempts to expand into those areas.
4:74  Let those fight in the way of Allah who sell the life of this world for the other.  Whoso fighteth in the way of Allah, be he slain or be he victorious, on him We shall bestow a vast reward.

8:65-67  O Prophet!  Exhort the believers to fight.  If there be of you twenty steadfast they shall overcome two hundred, and if there be of you a hundred steadfast they shall overcome a thousand of those who disbelieve, because they are a folk without intelligence.  It is not for any Prophet to have captives until he hath made slaughter in the land.

9:5  Then, when the sacred months have passed, slay the idolaters wherever ye find them, and take them captive and besiege them, and prepare for them each ambush.  But if they repent and establish worship and pay the poor-due, then leave their way free.  Lo, Allah is forgiving and Merciful.

Popular Islam:

Popular Islam is concerned with the daily aspects of life. The practices and superstitions differ quite widely across the Muslim world. This is because these practices are left over practices from other religions. Such practices as fortune telling, wearing amulets, visiting local shrines, praying for the dead, giving alms as a way of increasing good fortune are all very popular. There is an answer to every problem, and a cure to every illness in popular Islam.

Summary:

Islam is a religion that is exclusively Arabian in nature. It appears to be a tool of Arab nationalism and Arab efforts to dominate other cultures. To become a Muslim you basically have to become an Arab. You cannot be a Muslim and keep your own culture. To be a Muslim you must conform to Arab dress codes, Arab eating customs and even the Arabic language. How can such a system be God’s will for all peoples and for all times? In addition, the very basic founding principle of the religion was that there was only one God and that idolatry was wrong. Yet, the climax of every Muslim’s religious experience is a ceremony where He or she travels to Mecca to encircle a black rock and touch it! The attitude shown to that rock really looks a lot like idolatry to me.
Again, I want to emphasize that I love Muslim People but I cannot love this religion!

C. Sharing with a Muslim: Skit: “Entertaining a Muslim guest”
D. (Overhead) Some Do’s and Don’t’s of Entertaining a Muslim Guest 
· Don’t invite a group, just one or two people who know each other. They would rarely admit an interest in Christian things before their peers.
· Greet them enthusiastically at the door.

· Let them take their shoes off.

· Give the guest the nicest chair.

· Don’t serve pork or anything with lard in it

· Men talk to men and women talk to women

· Always serve tea or coffee or something to drink. Serve the oldest man first.

· Handle the Bible with respect. Keep it above the waist. Never place anything else on top of a Bible. 

· Read from the Bible when the opportunity arises. But don't use a Bible with a lot of underlining or penciled-in notes etc. It is best to choose one passage and read it. Luke’s Gospel is a good place to start. 

· Look for an opportunity to explain that most people here are only Christian in Name.

· Be aware of common beliefs Muslims have with Christians: One God, Prophets, Angels, Demons, Heaven, Hell, Return of Christ.

· Be aware of false ideas Muslims have about Christianity and Christians: Trinity; Son of God; Bible changed at the council of Nicea; Jesus was never crucified;  Ishmael not Isaac was almost sacrificed by Abraham.
· Don’t use the term “Son of God”. Say “The Lord Jesus” or “the Savior”

· Make sure that you ask your Muslim friend to qualify or define terms [i.e. 2nd Coming] so that there are no misunderstandings.
· Try to keep on one topic. Muslims will often have you dart to and fro and not discuss anything in a worthwhile manner with any illuminating depth. 
· Muslims are terrified of dying. Emphasize the assurance of heaven we have.

· Take every opportunity to pray in their presence. Pray in Jesus’ name.
· Avoid arguments and don't put down Islam or its leaders.
I am not a Muslim because only the Gospel of Jesus Christ answers all the questions of the heart: Who am I? Why am I here? and Where am I going?

Eph. 1:4 – 11

4  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love (5) he predestined us  to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—(6)  to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.
-When we seek to understand our salvation we must first of all understand that God is the one who takes the initiative. It is only because God works in us first that we come to him. In ourselves we could never turn from evil and turn to God, but God in His grace has acted in Christ to do all that is necessary. Note that this truth is a truth that is to motivate us to holy living. The Christian life is a life "in his sight", thus it must be a life of holiness and without blame.  

- It was in Love that God delivered us, that he adopted us. The picture is of a person without any rights in the heavenly family, being chosen and taken into that family.  Note again that this is done "through Jesus Christ". The N.T. consistently states that salvation is brought about by Christ. It was His atoning death that delivered sinners from their sins and cleansed them so they might belong in the family of God.

7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8  that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.

-the basic meaning of redemption is "release on payment of a price." 

-Paul uses this word to describe the hopeless situation of sinners held captive by sin and and the ransom paid for their freedom by Christ through his death on the cross.  Hence, he writes "we have redemption through His blood." This all emphasizes the greatness of the price paid by Christ and the freedom into which he has brought us.

-Consider God's forgiveness. It is not a cheap or miserly forgiveness, it proceeds from the abundance of God's resources. When it comes to forgiveness and grace, God is extravagant!

9  And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10  to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfilment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
-God has not only done all these wonderful things for us, he even goes as far as to reveal how and why he has done them. The term translated "mystery" means something impossible to work out! So God has made known to us that which was impossible for us to figure out.

-All through these verses the idea of purpose and plan is being empasized. Our salvation was always God's plan, the Father planned it all out of His own desire and wish. The Son carried out the plan to perfection.
- when the times will have reached their fulfilment- this seems to be an OT term signifying that the times of God's action in ancient Israel. That era was now full. This happened in the coming of Christ and now in this new era all things are to be brought under the authority of Christ. In heaven and on earth, meaning nothing excluded, Christ is to be central.

 11  In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,
-In Old Testament times only Israel was God's heritage (Deut.32:9). Now in Christ, gentiles as well as Jews make up the divine possession.

-God has a purpose for his creation and a purpose for us. There is strong emphasis on the purposes and plans of God here as Paul wants the believers to know beyond a doubt that their salvation and all that goes along with it is all a part of God's plan. The thought of any initiative coming from anywhere other than God is completely ruled out.

 12  in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
- the idea of purpose continues… but this time he uses the word "hope" and our attention is turned toward the future. Paul sees the believer as a person who presses on with a vital hope in their heart. 

-the goal is that they "might be for the praise of his glory" -Note the order here, first is the hope in Christ then comes lives lived for the glory of God. What does this mean?  It means that Christians should live the kind of life that shows clearly that God is central in all that they do and are. We are to live such lives that people will see God's glory in us to the extent that it will cause them to praise God for doing such wonderful things. 
Who am I? 

I am God’s Child. I am loved and provided for. God wants to be in relationship with His children: Jesus is God with us. He really did take on human form. He did this to show us that we are important to Him. He went to extraordinary lengths to have a personal relationship with us. He entered our world and became human like us to save us from death and eternal separation from Him.

Why am I here?

To Know God and be like Him. To live a life in His sight, a life that brings glory to God.

Where am I going? 
My destiny is to be like Jesus. Yes there will be struggles, suffering and death but they will be transformed into blessings, joys and eternal life. God wants us to trust Him, No matter what. And in the end we will be with Him for ever.
Through the death of Jesus Christ as a sacrifice for our sins, we know God as our heavenly father. We experience God’s love, God’s forgiveness, God’s presence and God’s power working in us to change us from the inside out. The Muslims of the world have no idea about any of these blessings.
Through the teachings and life of Christ we know we can trust God. He keeps His promises and the Scriptures are full of them. We know our purpose in this life is to know God and walk in His sight in worship and communion with Him day by day. We live our lives for the glory of God, just as Jesus did. Muslims have no idea of an intimate walk with God!

Through the resurrection of Christ we know where we are going. We are going to heaven. God’s plans for us are plans for good, to give us a future and a hope. Muslims have no such hope!

Let’s pray for the Muslim World.
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