Baptism

Today is a very happy occasion - for we are about to witness the baptism of two young people.   Most of our church family here at Leaside Bible Chapel has been baptized, but for some, it may be a new and unfamiliar ceremony.  For that reason I would like to make a few brief comments about baptism.

What is baptism?  The word baptism is from a Greek word that means to immerse, or to dip.  Sarah and Rachel Sutherland are about to be immersed into the water I am standing in.  What makes it special is that these two young ladies are publicly confessing their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  To pay for all our sins Jesus died on the cross, was buried, rose from the grave and ascended into heaven to be with God the Father.   Baptism is a symbol of what happened to Jesus and what has happened to them since they put their faith and trust in Jesus. 

Romans 6:4

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

 In this ceremony they are lowered into the water, this signifies Christ death, and then they are lifted out, signifying Jesus resurrection and ascension.  Baptism is an outward sign that a person has died to sin and been spiritually born again into a new life in Christ.

Who should be baptized?  Anyone, man or woman, rich or poor, old or young, may be baptized.  They only requirement is that you have sincerely accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.  This should be one of the first steps you take as a new Christian.  One does not have to live a perfect life or be very knowledgeable about theology and doctrine to be baptized.  A desire to follow Jesus is the only requirement.

Why should someone be baptized? Quite simply, Jesus commanded that all believers be baptized. 

Matthew 28:19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Second, this is the pattern that we read in the New Testament.  Throughout the New Testament record of the early church we read that Christians were baptized.

Baptism is not a magic ceremony.  The water does not wash away your sin.  Nor do you start the ceremony an unbeliever and end it a Christian.  Baptism is not a requirement for entry to heaven but there is no reason for a Christian not to be baptized.  For anyone considering baptism I would encourage you to speak with me.  We would be more than happy to have baptisms every week of the year if need be.

